© 2018 MA Healthcare Ltd

British Journal of Midwifery

Joint Editors-in-Chief

Dame Tina Lavender and Yana Richens
Editor

Lauren Newman
bjm@markallengroup.com

Associate Publisher

James Demery
james.demery@markallengroup.com
Group Classified Manager

Cejay Scafe
cejay.scafe@markallengroup.com
Circulation Director

Sally Boettcher

Group Production Manager

Jon Redmayne

Production Assistants

Jamie Hodgskin and Lee Upton
Editorial Director

Julie Smith

Publishing Director

Chloe Benson

Managing Director
Anthony Kerr
anthony.kerr@markallengroup.com

Chief Executive Officer
Ben Allen

UK PERSONAL SUBSCRIPTION RATES

Quarterly Direct Debit £41
Annual Direct Debit £161
Annual Credit Card £169
1yr Student £99
2yr Annual Credit Card £287
3yr Annual Credit Card £406

Subscribe online at: www.magsubscriptions.com

For further information please contact the
subscriptions department on 0800 137201

or +44 (0)1722 716997 when calling from outside
of the UK.

Contact institutions@markallengroup.com for

institutional pricing

MA HEALTHCARE
A MARK ALLEN GROUP COMPANY

www.markallengroup.com

The British Journal of Midwifery is published by
MA Healthcare Ltd, St Jude’s Church,
Dulwich Road, London SE24 OPB, UK

Tel: +44 (0)20 7738 5454
Website: www.britishjournalofmidwifery.com

MAG ONLINE LIBRARY

© MA Healthcare Ltd, 2018. All rights reserved. No part of
the British Journal of Midwifery may be reproduced, stored in
a retrieval system, or transmitted in any form or by any means
electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording, or otherwise
without prior written permission of the Publishing Director.

The views expressed do not necessarily represent those of

the editor or the British Journal of Midwifery. Advertisements

in the journal do not imply endorsement of the products or
services advertised. The journal accepts advertising from all
companies operating ethically and in accordance with UK law
and regulations. Editorial content in the journal is entirely
separate from advertising and, unless clearly stated, commercial
companies have no influence over the content of articles.

ISSN 0969 - 4900
Printed by Pensord Press Ltd, Blackwood, NP12 2YA

Cover picture: Adobe Stock/Sakhorn38

C¥recycle
i

The paper used within this publication has been sourced from
Chain-of-Custody certified manufacturers, operating within
international environmental standards, to ensure sustainable
sourcing of the raw materials, sustainable production and to
minimise our carbon footprint.

ecycle it

Editorial

The politics of parenting

f you have five minutes and are looking

for some motivation, do a quick Google

Image search for Licia Ronzulli. As the

results will show, Ronzulli is an Italian

MEP who, since 2010, has been taking
her daughterVittoria into work with her at
the European Parliament. The images show
Ronzullis daughter growing up from a baby
being breastfed as her mother voted on the
working conditions of women, to a little girl
joining in with the votes herself, one hand in
the air, the other clutching a cuddly toy.

While it is encouraging to see Ronzulli’s
daughter engaging with high-level international
politics at such a young age, it is Ronzulli
herself who should be celebrated. Since then,
politicians all over the world have demonstrated
the compatibility of work and motherhood by
bringing their children into the chambers in

which they sit, breaking taboos at the same time.

In 2016, Carolina Bescansa brought her baby
to Spain’s lower house, while in 2017, Senator
Larissa Waters became the first politician to
breastfeed in the Australian parliament. When
New Zealand Prime Minister, Jacinda Ardern
announced her pregnancy in mid-January this
year, she dismissed the age-old question of
career versus motherhood by commenting that
parliament was already child-friendly (illustrated
in the press by a photograph of Speaker Trevor
Mallard giving interviews while holding the
children of MPs debating in the chamber)
(Ainge Roy, 2018).

Ardern’s announcement has, naturally,
been accompanied by the usual debates and
contradictions that hound any high-profile
working mother. Comparisons have been
drawn between Ardern and former Australian
Prime Minister, Julia Gillard, who was branded
‘deliberately barren’in the same way in
which Andrea Leadsom, a mother of three,
distinguished herself from Theresa May, who has
no children (Eggert, 2017). Women in politics
can be vilified for taking time off to care for
families (hence Ardern’s decision to take a mere
6 weeks’ maternity leave) and yet criticised
for lacking understanding of the realities of
motherhood when they remain childless. That

this is a uniquely female paradox needs
no reiteration.

Politicians can be fortunate when it comes
to family life, benefitting from workplace
creches or salaries to cover childcare that other
families may not be able to afford. But if a
relatively privileged environment still represents
difficulties for those who work there, this
can only mean greater challenges for women
elsewhere. Despite the acceptance of parliaments
abroad, breastfeeding is still not allowed in the
House of Commons chamber (Full Fact, 2017),
in part due to the opposition from other MPs
(England, 2016).This forces women to duck and
hide from disapproving glances and comments
(as is often the case in public places), or to look
for alternatives to exclusive breastfeeding. If
Parliament cannot support and enable working
motherhood, we cannot expect policies that
support breastfeeding elsewhere to trickle down
and end the interminable debate about women
balancing children and a career. Bim
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